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Alejandra Coimbra Cornejo (Bolivia) is a licensed environmental engineer. Alejandra is currently the volunteer coordinator for the System of Protected Areas (DIAP) in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. DIAP works to engage local community members in conservation efforts and environmental education training. Alejandra works to educate people of all ages about the environmental issues they are facing; in adverse conditions she finds creative ways to get children and adults involved in issues to which they may not have had knowledge of before.

Cecilia Patricia Barragán Terán (Ecuador) is an economist currently working with the NGO EcoCiencia on the Andean Páramo Project to create land management plans for La Esperanza (Carchi), Jimbura (Loja). Mojanda, and Zuleta (Imbabura). EcoCiencia is a non-profit organization that was established in 1989. EcoCiencia strives to generate relevant and accurate information that will allow for informed decisions to be made concerning conservation, biodiversity and the well being of the local population. EcoCiencia also diligently works to preserve the local way of life and their traditions, while also educating the population about the environment.

Esteban Marcelo Paredes Molina (Ecuador) is a sociologist currently working with the EcoCiencia Andean Páramo Project to create land management plans for La Esperanza (Carchi), Jimbura (Loja). Mojanda, and Zuleta (Imbabura). While Cecilia Barragán focuses on economic dimensions of the project, Marcelo is a sociologist. His thesis at Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador was on Local development and social participation: “Study case of the Rural district Guayllabamba 2000 – 2004”.
Fredy A. Navia Dávalos (Bolivia) is an agronomist and currently works with ANMIN Apolobamba FUNDESNAP- Conservation International Bolivia. FUNDESNAP is a non-profit organization. FUNDESNAP works to contribute to the consolidation, development and financial sustainability of Bolivia’s protected areas.
Gabriela López Sotomayor (Peru) has been deeply involved in environmental and conservation issues for the past 11 years. She currently works with The Mountain Institute – Peru as project coordinator for the Proyecto Páramo Andino (PPA).  The Mountain Institute cooperates with mountain communities to preserve their natural and cultural heritage in areas of the Andes that have global biological significance or exceptional historical value.

Paul John Viñas Olaya (Peru) is a biologist working with Nature and Culture International, and is currently the project coordinator of the “Conservation of Biodiversity of the Páramo in the Central and Northern Andes” based in Ayabaca, Peru. This project is dedicated to the development and sustainable conservation of the Ayabaca area and works in partnership with other NGOs such at The Mountain Institute (TMI) in Peru.
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