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FOR CONSERVATION PROFESSIONALS FROM COUNTRIES OF THE ANDES

13 July – 2 August 2008

-PARTICIPANT PROFILES-
Alejandra Coimbra Cornejo

Volunteer Coordinator

Lomas De Areno Regional Park

Av. Pirai c/Rio Quiser #3232

BOLIVIA

<cokiruicilla@gmail.com> or  <ale_coimbra@hotmail.com>

Position and Organizational Affiliation
Alejandra Coimbra Cornejo is a licensed environmental engineer with the System of Protected Areas (DIAP) in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. DIAP works to engage local community members in conservation efforts and environmental education training in both rural and urban areas of Bolivia.

Current projects

Alejandra is currently a volunteer coordinator with DIAP and works to educate people of all ages about their environment and ways in which they can become involved in conservation and local community decisions.

Background

Alejandra has worked extensively in environmental education in communities throughout Bolivia. She has been involved in creating and presenting a number of educational exhibits for communities, and was involved in a project to sanitize drinking water through the use of solar technology. Alejandra has organized educational events focusing on themes such as the importance of wildlife to the community, and pollution of important river systems such as the Pilcomayo River (Bolivia, Paraguay and Argentina).

Goals for the Fellowship

Alejandra’s main goals are to acquire valuable knowledge and experience from her peers and conservation professionals, and draw on this experience for workshops and training projects that DIAP will offer in Bolivia. She would like to learn about new models of organizational management that she can implement within her own organization, as well as acquire tools to increase civic engagement and environmental awareness in the Bolivian communities where she is working.
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Gabriela López Sotomayor

Coordinator, Andean Páramo Project

The Mountain Institute - Peru

Las Moreras Ingreso 2, Apt. 407, Residencial San Felipe

Jesus Maria, Lima 11

PERU

<gabyl@mountain.org>

Position and Organizational Affiliation

Gabriela López Sotomayor works with The Mountain Institute (TMI) in Peru as its coordinator of the Andean Páramo Project. TMI cooperates with mountain communities to preserve their natural and cultural heritage in areas of the Andes that have global biological significance or exceptional historical value.
Current Projects

Gabriela, in cooperation with the Peruvian agency CONDESAN, coordinates efforts among other nonprofit organizations and government agencies in Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador. Gabriela has led the implementation of the Andean Páramo Project in pilot areas in Peru, including Piura and Cajamarca. She monitors progress in these areas, and is contributing to the development of a regional strategy for the Andean Páramo Project.

Background

Gabriela has been working on environmental issues for 11 years. She has worked on development projects in rural communities in the Peruvian highlands. She also has worked on cattle-raising and animal-breeding projects to advance the livelihoods and well-being of local people through products such as milk, meat and leather.

Goals for the Fellowship

Gabriela hopes that her fellowship experience will provide her with sustainable and transferable models of civic action and stewardship. In studying the conservation work being done in the northeastern United States, she hopes that these examples will provide blueprints for landscape management in the regions of Peru where she is working.  She also hopes to improve her capabilities in building networks with private and governmental partners in Peru.
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Paul John Viñas Olaya

Biologist and Project Coordinator

Nature and Culture International

AV. Las Casuarinas G-28 URB. Los Geranios, Piura

PERU

<Ayabaca@natureandculture.org>

Position and Organizational Affiliation

Paul John Viñas Olaya is a biologist and project coordinator for Nature and Culture International (NCI), working with its project, “Conservation of Biodiversity of the Páramo in the Central and Northern Andes.” Nature & Culture International is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the conservation of biological and cultural diversity, focusing especially on the highly biodiverse and threatened ecosystems of Andean South America and Mexico. Through its local offices in Loja and Zamora (Ecuador), and Piura and Amazonas (Peru), NCI carries out a wide range of activities, including land purchase and conservation, scientific research, environmental education, sustainable development and cultural outreach programs.

Current Projects

Paul works on an array of projects within the geographic area of the Department of Piura, Peru, including retrieval and dissemination of research, environmental education, community development, and environmental management. Paul also works on the conservation of natural areas within Peru’s National System of Protected Areas and is involved in the creation of new areas of conservation.  

Background

Paul is trained as a biologist and has done extensive field-work in Peru with NGOs including ProAves-Peru and Nature and Culture International. He has been the project coordinator on various projects such as the “Rapid Assessment Project of Biodiversity of the Mijal Forest, Chalaco-Piura” (2004) and “The Project to Fortify Local Management for the Conservation of the Cuyas Forest in Ayabaca, Peru” in (2005).

Goals for the Fellowship

Paul hopes to increase his knowledge of conservation and the management of natural resources. He hopes that this fellowship opportunity will help him to find new models for natural resource management and land use planning.  He hopes to develop new tools for national and international networking, lobbying and fundraising. Further, he looks forward to making connections with other professionals in his field and from the United States and from countries within the Andes.
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Cecilia Patricia Barragán Teran

Economist, Andean Páramo Project

EcoCiencia

P.O. Box 17-12-257

Francisco Salazar E14-34 y Av. Coruna, Quito

ECUADOR

<Cbarragan@ecociencia.org>

Position and Organizational Affiliation

Cecilia Patricia Barragán Teran is an economist working with EcoCiencia and the Andean Páramo project in Ecuador.  EcoCiencia is a non-profit organization that was established in 1989. EcoCiencia strives to generate relevant and accurate information that will allow for informed decisions to be made concerning conservation, biodiversity and the well-being of local populations. EcoCiencia also works to preserve the local ways of life and traditions in Ecuador while educating people about the environment.

Current Projects

At present Cecilia is working with the Andean Páramo Project to create land management plans for four pilot sites in the Ecuadorian highlands:  La Esperanza (Carchi), Jimbura (Loja), Mojanda, and Zuleta (Imbabura). She is responsible for conducting socio-economic surveys and data analyses for these sites, in order to propose innovative mechanisms and economic incentives to support the conservation of biodiversity in the High-Andean ecosystems of Ecuador.

Background

Cecilia has worked with several organizations in Ecuador concerned the improvement of socio-economic conditions since 2004. With EcoCiencia she recently worked as a consultant on a study of the distribution of monetary and non-monetary benefits linked to the value chain of Cacao for the Kallari producers’ association in Tena, Ecuador. She has been involved in a variety for research projects related to public health, community economic development and poverty alleviation, as well as market research for several initiatives in the region. 

Goals for the Fellowship

Cecilia wants to work with local development projects (either through government institutions or NGOs) that will promote and strengthen the empowerment of local social organizations in Ecuador. She sees the Fellowship as an opportunity to obtain new ideas and knowledge for undertaking this work when she returns to Ecuador.  She is looking forward to the chance to brainstorm and exchange ideas with other conservation professionals while in the United States.
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Esteban Marcelo Paredes Molina

Sociologist, Andean Páramo Project

EcoCiencia

P.O. Box 17-12-257

Francisco Salazar E14-34 y Av. Coruna, Quito

ECUADOR

<mparedes@ecociencia.org>

Position and Organizational Affiliation

Marcelo is a sociologist currently working with EcoCiencia on the Andean Páramo Project in Ecuador.  EcoCiencia is a non-profit organization that was established in 1989. EcoCiencia strives to generate relevant and accurate information that will allow for informed decisions to be made concerning conservation, biodiversity and the well being of the local population.

Current Projects

Marcelo is currently working on an EcoCiencia project focusing on High-Andean Land management. With the Andean Páramo Project he is helping to create land management plans for pilot sites in the Ecuadorian highlands including La Esperanza (Carchi), Jimbura (Loja), Mojanda, and Zuleta (Imbabura). Marcelo’s role is to generate and analyze information about laws, rules, organizations, and the institutional context for these pilot sites. Through his activities he provides resources and tools for local organizations that help to improve social, economic, and organizational options for the improvement of community livelihoods.

Background

Recently Marcelo worked with the national Secretary of State on a project titled, “The Implementation of the Institutional Participative Mechanisms for National Councils and Institutes,” which focused on planning and development of communities in Ecuador.  He has also been involved with a number of other projects aimed at conservation and socio-economic improvement in Ecuador since 2004.

Goals for the Fellowship

Marcelo hopes that during the Fellowship he will be able to observe and decipher the similarities and differences between the northeastern United States and the region where he works in Ecuador.  He looks forward to opportunities for debate and conversation during the Fellowship, and to sharing ideas and strategies for conservation and civic leadership in the Andean region that can help him to improve specific initiatives in Ecuador.
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Fredy A. Navia Davalos

Agronomist

National Integrated Management Area-Apolobamba and 

Foundation for the Development of Systems of Nationally Protected Areas (FUNDESNAP)

1714-A Zona Alto San Pedro, Ciudad de La Paz

BOLIVIA

<naviafredy_lpz@hotmail.com>

Position and Organizational Affiliation
Fredy is an agronomist with extensive experience in planning and the use of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in relation to biodiversity conservation. Fredy currently works with the National Integrated Management Area-Apolobamba (ANMIN) in the Bolivian Highlands, where he is Conservation Management Planning Officer. He also works with the Foundation for the Development of Systems of Nationally Protected Areas (FUNDESNAP). a non-profit organization. FUNDESNAP is concerned with the consolidating, developing and ensuring the financial sustainability of Bolivia’s protected areas.

Current Projects 

Fredy is responsible for developing an agenda to guide the work and management of National Integrated Management Area-Apolobamba. Fredy plays a major role in all levels of planning and implementation of this project and is also in touch with municipal governments to ensure cooperation and a good working relationship. He is currently responsible for coordinating a management committee, and is concerned with strengthening this group and ensuring that it functions smoothly.   

Background

Fredy has been working on conservation projects for a number of years, with a variety of NGOs and government institutions, including SAVIA and the National Institute of Agrarian Reform. Most recently Fredy worked on a project in which he developed a GIS system that outlined the watershed situation and water needs of various communities and their productive systems. He has also worked on projects to train different stakeholders in planning, writing, and executing development projects that included environmental concerns.

Goals for the Fellowship

Fredy hopes that this Fellowship will provide him with tools and models that he can use to strengthen the inter-institutional mechanisms within his organization help it to reach its goal of fulfilling the management plan for the Apolobamba protected area. He looks forward to sharing ideas and information with his peers in conservation. 
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